especially in backward countries, where public health measures are less advanced.
A few minor criticisms can be made. A number of the illustrations are of poor quality and have not reproduced well. On the clinical side there are some who will question the amount of space allotted to collapse therapy, especially artificial pneumothorax in respiratory tuberculosis which, rightly or wrongly, with the introduction of antibiotic therapy is now very much on the decline. The high price of the book does not altogether seem justified. Tindall and Cox. 1956 . The subject of pulmonary emphysema is of great clinical significance and, in association with chronic bronchitis, is certainly responsible for much morbidity and mortality in Great Britain. The present volume, edited by Professor A. L. Barach and Dr. H. A. Bickerman of the Presbyterian Hospital, New York, contains contributions by men of international reputation who have done much original research in the field of applied physiology, pathology and therapeutics.
It is recognized that the functional pathology of the bronchi and lung parenchyma in emphysema can, with correct procedures to restore cardio-respiratory function, at times become reversible. These procedures, which must be used discriminately, include oxygen inhalation, antibiotic and steroid therapy, intermittent pressure breathing, chest remedial exercises, the use of broncho-dilator drugs (including aerosol therapy) and adequate bronchial drainage, &c. Continuous inhalation of oxygen is regarded as a valuable agent in the treatment of pulmonary emphysema, especially in the presence of acute hypoxia. The practical application, by many of the contributors, of their researches on respiratory physiology to the realm of therapeutics is noteworthy.
With multiple contributors a certain amount of overlapping appears inevitable and there are also some omissions. There is only one chapter dealing with the significance of infection -a considerable problem in this country. Although the pattern of diseases in the U.S.A. is probably different and chronic bronchitis is probably of less significance than here, one feels the subject might have been discussed more fully.
The book will, however, appeal to all physicians and particularly to those whose interests are directed to the important sphere of cardio-pulmonary disease. incorporated and the book is now indeed a "unique compilation of modern knowledge", eminently suitable to be put into the hands of those at the beginning of-a career in any department of medicine in any part of the world. Valuable essays on normal function and on laboratory, radiological and other investigations introduce many of the descriptions of clinical entities. Some further exposition of the erythrocyte sedimentation rate, now so much used, and referred to here and there by various contributors, might profitably be added. It is a question, too, in a textbook of this calibre, whether more space should not be given to diseases of the eye. Glaucoma, for instance, is mentioned only as a complication of epidemic dropsy; and, in another section, it is surprising to find that carcinoma of the larynx is not mentioned at all.
The whole book is extremely readable, and the index is so good that the temptation to look for Tapanuli fever has to be firmly resisted! A Companion in Surgical Studies. By Ian Aird, Ch.M., F.R.C.S. 2nd edit. (Pp. xii + 1302; illustrated. 84s.) Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. 1957. The outstanding reaction on reading the second edition of this work is admiration for the industry and scholarship of the author. The statement in the preface that there have been added "some thousands of references and nearly 2,000 of them to papers which have appeared since 1950" is an expression of this industry, which few if any potential authors of surgical textbooks in this country could emulate. Of interest, too, in this edition is the copying of the technique of textbook writing introduced in the United States a few years ago, whereby the
